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he performs every day miracles greater than the cre-
ation of a new World would be, changing the hearts
of Barbarians into Christian hearts; finally, when we
think that God never leaves his work unfinished;
that his glory is at stake and not ours: —then we con-
sider nothing impossible; we hope against all hope;
our confidence is as great as ever; both on account of
the pledges of his love in the past, in favor of these
nations, and of what he does there now, we feel
assured that he will not fail them in the future.

For —notwithstanding all these ravages of plagues,
of famines, and of wars; whatever opposition there
may be in the nature of these peoples, in their laws,
and in their customs, to the holiness of the Faith;
whatever Dominion the Demons may have — we have
not failed each year to baptize a goodly number, and
even this past year more than one hundred and
seventy. And though God has disposed [153] of the
majority,—several of whom are in Heaven as we
have every reason to believe,—we have, neverthe-
less, the consolation of seeing in the midst of this
barbarism seven small Churches, wherein the hand
of God has worked far more than we; wherein the
Spirit of the Faith reigns, and finds nothing barba-
rous in the hearts of those whom it chooses to subdue
to itself; wherein Innocence preserves itself in the
midst of impurity. This induces us to say, without
the shadow of a doubt, Digitus Dei est hic. Now,
as God is for us, can we really feel fear amid our
undertakings, without exposing ourselves to the
reproaches addressed by the Savior of the world to
St. Peter: Modice fidei quare dubitasti ?

But I am afraid that too much fear is felt for us,
and that want of confidence on the part of those who



